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Praxis/Besorgen and Theory
CHEN Jiaying
(Philosophy Department , Capital Normal University, Beijing 100048, China)
Abstract: The concept of Besorgen in Being and Time is deeply influenced by Aristotle’s concept of

" echoes Aristotle’s phronesis, a

praxis. The aphorism “das Besorgen hat seine eigene Erkenntnis’
particular form of knowing that belongs to praxis. Besorgen, on the other hand, differs from
Aristotle’s praxis in some important aspects. On these differences, according to the present author,
Aristotle proves to be more reasonable. Why do we develop theoretic knowledge since praxis has its
own knowing This is not a problem for Aristotle because theoria is thought to be the highest good
for man. However, it is a problem for Heidegger. Furthermore, the author disagrees with Heidegger
when he understands all theoretic knowledge, theories of the physics type included, as thematization

of praxis. While ethical and political theories can be said so, theories of the physics type can not.

Key words: praxis; phronesis; theory



