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Analysis on “the Artificial Innovation” of

Commentaries on Mao’s Exegesis of Book of Songs

CUI Jin-tao', LI Li-qun®

(1. College of Chinese Language and Literature, Guangxi Normal University, Guilin 541004

2. Lijiang College, Guangxi Normal University, Guilin 541006, China)

Abstract: Commentaries on Mao’s Exegesis of Book of Songs is the most significant work on the study of

Book of Songs by Chen Huan, and its historic contribution to expounding Book o f Songs comprehensively

has been commended by modern Chinese exegetics circle. But from the perspective of modern Chinese exe-

getics, the book still has many shortages, and the artificial innovation is one of them. This deficiency

shows that Chen Huan lacked complete and deep understanding of the important issues, such as fundamen-

tal features and important principles of annotation. These problems are intimately associated with the level

of general knowledge of Qian-Jia school for annotation books. This basically can be regarded as a common

problem of Qian-Jia school. In this sense, the analysis of the inadequacy of the book is of great significance

for us to grasp the exegetical achievements of Qian-Jia school comprehensively and accurately.

Key words: Commentaries on Mao’s Exegesis of Book of Songs; “the artificial innovation”; annotation and

its interpreting principles; Qian-Jia School; Chen Huan
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