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Collective Memory and Ethnic Identity:

An Observation of the Long-drum Dance of the Yao Ethnic Group

LU Wen-dong
(The Museum of Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region, Nanning 530022, China)

Abstract; The long-drum dance is one of the main characteristics of culture of the Panyao (a branch of the

Yao ethnic group), which contains the collective memory about the Panhu, the history of the ancestors and

the production and the life of the Yao ethnic group. The culture content of different long-drum dance of the

Yao ethnic group in different places is “diversified” while the shared content of beating drum, dancing and

worshiping the ancestors is “integrated”. Therefore, the long-drum dance strengthens the ethnic identity

of the Yao ethnic group.

Key words: the long-drum dance; the Panyao; collective memory; ethnic group identity
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