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Zhang Shi’s Discussions about the “Goodness of Nature”

XIANG Shi-ling
(School of Philosophy, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872)

Abstract: The debates about the good and evil of human nature between Mencius and Gao Zi and the i~
dea whether can man discuss the nature before him coming into being from the book o f Rites are the basic
sources and core subjects of theory of nature of Neo-Confucianism in the Song-Ming Dynasty. Both of
Cheng Yi and Zhang Zai recognize that nature is good, however, to which there is a special interpreting in
the school of Huxiang. Zhang Shi’s opinions of goodness of nature and the theory introducing the Taiji
into of nature are obviously diffluent from Zhu Xi’s and Zhang Shi still persist in the basic stand which na-
ture is the substance in the School of Huxiang.
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