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Intentional Network of Discourse Meaning Construction

SHI Wenxia' WANG Zhen-hua’
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Abstract: Discourse analysis is a hot topic in the field of linguistics. There are still some divergences
concerning the nature of discourse. The paper is designed to propose a new perspective for the construction of
discourse on philosophical basis. An intentional network of discourse is suggested to facilitate the meaning con—
struction of a discourse. This network as a hierarchic system of communicative intentions centers on com—
municative intentions with meta-{functional semantics as the interface between communicative intentions and
language expressions. The network works as implicit knowledge of discourse and contributes to the understand-
ing and production of discourse meaning through accommodation and spreading activation.
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