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The invisible coordinates of poetry history

On the “new Poetry” From Wei Jin to Southern Dynasties

GE Zhi-wei
( School of Liberal Arts Nanjing University ~Nanjing 210023 China)

Abstract: Wei Jin and Southern Dynasties is an important period in the history of Chinese poetry. By
reading the poetry of this period we can discover an interesting literary phenomenon that the phrase “new po—
etry” was so often used that we can see it for more than 20 times in the contemporary works. People usually
take it simply as “newly written poems”. However if we try to analyze it in the systematic and continuous his—
tory of poetry development we will find that these poems correspond naturally with the process of poetry devel—
opment we are nowadays very familiar with. In fact in many contexts " new poetry" often means “change” or
“innovation”. This is absolutely no coincidence on the contrary it represents the presence of the contempo—
rary poets and their poetry works in the process of poetry development. Since this presence is undoubtedly ear—
lier than any literal description it has great value for academic study.

Key words: Wei Jin and Southern Dynasties; poetry history; new Poetry; coordinate



