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On the Problem of Shelter Peasents in Qing Dynasty

Zhao Xinggen

Abstract: Shelter peasents refer to the farmers leaving hometown to cultivate the mountainous virgin land for
farming and explore various resources in mountains and forests for existence. The number of shelter peasents in Qing
dynasty is fairly large. In order to maintain the stability of society, the government placated those shelter peasents.
However, the exploration of resources in mountains and forests by shelter peasents seriously damaged the ecological
environment and made long term effects. Facing the dilemma to maintain social stability and to protect ecological
environment, the strategies taken by Bao Shichen had great significance.
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