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A Cultural History of New Historicism

ZHU Jing
(College of Foreign LLanguages, Hebei University, Baoding, Hebei 071002, China)

Abstract: After the radicalism of 1960s, critics realize that academic study should be politically and his-

torically committed. So the leftists continue their subversion in academia when they failed in the real

world. In the meantime, the demand for change from academia, together with the more and more diver-

sified class, racial and sexual identities of the critics, accelerate the redrawing of boundaries in literary

study. Last but not least, the historicist investment in modern culture can be seen as a compensation for

our oblivion of history.
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