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Textual Research on the Saying about Emperor Taizong of Song

YAN Meng-Xiang, LI Qing-Zhang
(Centre for Studies of Song Dynasty, Hebei University, Baoding, Hebei 071002, China)

Abstract: There was a saying that Emperor Taizong of Song had been commissioned from Sakyamuni
Buddha to propagate Buddhist teachings in his previous life when Emperor Taizong was in reign. The
saying was quite popular in the Buddhist circles as well as in the secular society. And Taizong himself
thought so. To do some research on this saying helps to learn more and better about Emperor Taizong,
his relationship with Buddhism and his religious policies.
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