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On Xunzi and the Emotional Turning of Confucian Ritual and Music Ideas
LIU Yan-fu

Abstract On the basis of inheriting Confucian ritual and music ideas Xunzi thoroughly explored the connotation
and the action about rites and music for the first time. He thought that there was a tremendous tension between ritual
and music  “this tension and conflict are not irreconcilable.” “Emotion connects ritual and music” . The emotion is the
bridge which connects ritual and music. The tension would milt when they are connected with emotion. The traditional
Confucian ritual and music ideas had an emotional turning. Xunzi discussed ritual and music in the same horizon it has
lots of ideological resources with enlightening significance to Chinese traditional poetics and aesthetics.

Key words Xunzi ritual and music tension emotional turning
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