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Middle Peasant Economy: Microscopic Practice and Theoretical Significance

Based on an Investigation of J Village in Jingshan County of Hubei

LIU Rui', YU Jiani’
(1. Research Center of China Rural Governance of Huazhong University of Science and Technology » Wuhan 430074
2. Department of Sociology ,Central China Normal University , Wuhan 430079 ,China)

Abstract; Peasant household economic behavior is deeply embedded in the village social relations. Unlike the
classical theory judgment, ] village presents a “middle peasant economy” sample state under the condition of farm-
land transfer and class differentiation, middle class mutually assists and cooperates in land productivity, entertains
leisure in the way of life, and keeps harmonious class relationship and strong political interest in social communica-
tion, so the whole village, because of middle class’dominant position and middle class’s guidance, shows unity and
orderly appearance. Middle class is rural social inject vitality under the background of urbanization, industrializa-
tion dilapidated, provide security for food security and national economic steady growth, help consummation of so-
cialized service system and enhancement of farmer cooperative ability. Respecting farmers’ economic activity and
exploring a path, with most farmers as the main body, which may increase the welfare of most farmers and en-
hance rural development and agricultural modernization, will have important theoretical significance and practical
significance.
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