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From Energetic to Helpless: Shifts of Liang Sicheng’s Architectural
Concept on “Traditional Chinese Curved Roof”

LI Xisuo, HU Zhigang

Abstract: In the early years of people’s Republic of China, the “Traditional Chinese Curved
Roof” became the focus of all sides in the process of designing and constructing buildings with national
characteristics. As for this issue, Liang Sicheng the famous Chinese architect once showed great con-
sciousness of academic exploration and keen enthusiasm of political involvement, and accordingly,
with his academic viewpoint having shifted remarkably from sharp criticism to partial acceptance. he
had been actively seeking effective realizing ways in an academic level. In 1955, due to changes of po-
litical circumstance and problems of the “Traditional Chinese Curved Roof” itself, Liang received severe
criticism and was regarded as a representative of formalism and revivalism in the architectural circle. Under
huge pressure, as his attitude toward “Traditional Chinese Curved Roof” shifted again, Liang criticized him-
self and at the same time decidedly disapproved buildings with traditional Chinese curved roof.

Key words: Liang Sicheng; Traditional Chinese Curved Roof; architectural concept; national

characteristics
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