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Power then Collapse: An Analysis to the Political Theory
of Legalism in Ancient China

ZHANG Rongming

Abstract: The theory of legalism is to make a powerful and military country because of emphasi-
zing private benefit, law and political efficiency. But it will also make the country collapse no matter
whether expected because of denying human emotion, conscience and the function of education. It is
successful to defeat the competitor abroad but also intensify social contradiction in domestic and even-
tually lead to social unrest.
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