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Norm and Tradition: Monk Huihong and Poetic Writings on the
“Eight Xiaoxiang Scenes” in Zen Buddhist Temples in China and Japan

Zhou Yukai
(Institute for Non-Orthodox Chinese Culture, Sichuan University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610064)

Abstract: This paper discusses the composition of Xiapxiang landscape poems in Zen Buddhist temples in
both China and Japan. Beginning with the classical communication between Monk Huihong’s poems on the
Xiaoxiang scenes, which he called “audible paintings”, and Wu Di’s Xiaoxiang landscape paintings, known as
“soundless poems”, the author points out that Huihong’s Xiaoxiang poems were acknowledged by Buddhist
monks in China and Japan, and the style was imitated by Zen monks in Japan’s Five Mountain Buddhist
temples. The author goes on to estimate the number of such poetic writings on the Xiaoxiang landscape, and
explores the formation of such a tradition. Finally, the paper examines the cultural background for the
appearance of Zen poems on the Xiaoxiang landscape, which paralleled with the idea of the cultivation of Zen
through learning. The composition of Xiaoxiang landscape Zen poetry is an excellent example representing
literary and artistic communication between China and Japan.

Key words: the eight Xiaoxiang scenes, Song Di, Monk Huihong, Chinese and Japanese Zen Buddhist
temples, monk poets in the Five Mountain temples, cultivation of Zen through learning
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