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A Research on Zhuangzi’s Philosophy of the Way

Duan Jifu, Li Shuren
(School of Political Science, Southwest University for Nationalities, Chengdu, Sichuan 610041)

Abstract: Zhuangzi inherited the philosophy of Laozi and developed it in three aspects. First, Zhuangzi
demonstrated the ontological being of the Way ( Dao) advanced by Laozi; second, he fully expounded the
status of heaven (tian) , subordinating its position from the dominator to a part of the world, thus emphasizing
the status of the Way ( Dao) as first cause. Thirdly, Zhuangzi discussed the status of man and put forward
such concepts as the real man, the Saint and the good man, defining the distinctive nature of man as a man
from various perspectives. A man plays an important role in Zhuangzi’s philosophy. In Zhuangzi’s view, only a
man can reach the happy realm because man is fundamentally different from anything else in that he can
surpass nature while all things else only passively adapt to nature. In this way, Zhuangzi transformed the
cosmological philosophy of Laozi into a philosophy of life, offering another form for Chinese life, which has had
an enormous impact on later generations.

Key words: Zhuangzi, the Way ( Dao) , the air (¢i) , man

(s 4 &)

70



