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The Position of The Great Learning in the Four Books

Ding Ji
( Department of Philosophy, Sichuan University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610064)

Abstract: In comparison with the original version in the Book of Rites, The Great Learning in the Four
Books is edited on the lixue principles instead of holding everything ancient in awe. Together with The Docirine
of the Mean and The Works of Mencius, it serves as part of the wings of The Analects, providing the exegetic
scale that uplifts the Four Books to the status of Confucian classics. The ideas of investigating things ( gewu)
and extending knowledge (zhizhi) in The Great Learning contribute, by providing an inspiring “sample”, to
the subtle meanings of The Analects and Mencius.

Key words: The Great Learning, the version in Book of Rites, investigating things and extending knowledge
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