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Duke of Zhouw's Mandate of Heaven Idea and Its Impact
on Later Philosophers of Various Schools

Gu Kansheng, Yu Degang

(School of Marxism, Southwest University of Finance and Economics, Chengdu, Sichuan 610054)

Abstract: The mandate of heaven theory of the Xia-Shang period experienced a dramatic transformation in
the time of the Duke of Zhou, from a passive outlook dominated by superstition to an active one that values the
role of human efforts, allowing for the rise of rational thinking and the emergence of human initiatives. This
mandate of heaven philosophy as advocated by Duke of Zhou has had a profound impact on later generations,
especially with his idea of the relation between heaven and man remaining the central issue in Chinese
philosophy for thousands of years. And indeed, Confucianism, Mohism and Taoism had all benefited from
Duke of Zhou’s mandate of heaven philosophy, absorbing his ideas and developing, or criticizing them in
different degrees.
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