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A Study on the Iron Smelting Furnaces of the Tubo Period
at Xialazong Site, Luhuo County, Sichuan Province

Li Yingfu

(College of History and Culture, Sichuan University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610064)

Abstract: The iron smelting furnaces of Tubo period were discovered at Xialazong site of western Sichuan
Plateau. They are different from the furnaces from the Central Plain area, Korean Peninsula and Japanese
Archipelago. The natural blast technology and half-underground shaft structure should have stemmed from Sri
Lanka in South Asia, having possibly spread from India to the Xiangxiong Kingdom of western Tibetan

Plateau, and then to the Fu kingdom on the western Sichuan Plateau.
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