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The Yaren in Livestock Trading: Based on the Research
in Xintian Town in Gansu Province

Tian Yixing Li Jun

Abstract Yaren are Chinese traditional and specialized rural brokers in counterparty trade pattern who contribute to col—
laborative processes that bring contracting parties together to establish communication build connection manage conflict
and create innovative ways to move forward. Their economic activities in the production and exchange play an important role
in the coordination and organization. This paper initiated in-depth interviews with various local Yaren in Xintian Town in
Gansu Province Northwest of China and analyzed middlemen’s trading activity living conditions income status and expe—
rienced intermediates specific ancient operational methods in bargaining and consultations. Authors aim to interpret socio—
logical value of Yaren considering that they can significantly improve the efficiency of agricultural trading activities under
conditions of acquaintances opponents participating in business. This paper proposed economic implications of Yaren ex—
ploring the specific role and impact of its information asymmetry and the price formation mechanism of trading patterns un—
der risk of information asymmetry and uncertainty and then proposed to improve the brokerage industry’s role in the modern
agricultural market.
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