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Frank W. Cyr “Father of the Yellow School Bus” (RSB KRER)

Layout Adjustment Strategies of Rural Schools in the United States
of the 20th Century and its Inspiration for China

Fan Tao  Qu Tiehua

Abstract: In the 20th century, the United States kept rural schools layout adjustment ongoing with
school consolidation, the establishment of the school transport system and a series of supporting measures.
The gradual implementation, complement each other, and cooperation between policies, are keys to the
effective integration of educational resources in rural areas. In the implementation process of China’s layout
adjustment policies of rural schools existed problems: closing and merging blindly, paying too much attention
to boarding schools and neglecting of the public school bus, deviating from the “nearest school” principles.
To Learn from the strategy and experience in the US and effective to use of small schools, to make boarding
schools and school bus as “two legs for working”, are reasonable logic to achieve China’s rural education
resources integration.
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