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Rationality and Value An analysis of the contradiction, conflict and

fusionin of the spiritual world of Yin Haiguang
LIN LI
East China Normal University, Shanghai, 200241, China

Abstract: Yin Haiguang who saw himself as a "late five four character" is an important representative
of the late twentieth Century Chinese Liberalism. Also he is the Taiwanese youth mentor in the 1950s and
1960s. There are strong contradictions and conflicts—finally from conflict to integration in his spiritual
world. This process is particularly reflected in the two dimensions of rationality and value. First of all, the
main research objective of Yin Haiguang was not in logic and analytic philosophy which were his major. The
focal point of his thoughts is how to realize the universality of human culture in the Chinese culture. But all
of his operational approach is starting from the logic and analytic philosophy. Secondly, Yin Haiguang's
liberalism is with a strong moral consciousness. He believes that the free and democratic ideas have
particular moral content and contain the universal moral value, such as personal dignity, personality perfect
development, social equity and justice. His idea in this respect is different from the Anglo-American
traditional position and maintains the traditional characteristics of the five four. Thirdly, Yin Haiguang’s
research methods in his early life sticked to a logical positivism. He walked out of the limits of logical
empiricism in his old age and began to discuss value, belief, moral ideal problem belonging to the spiritual.
Fourthly, Yin Haiguang adhered to the modern school of liberalism against the traditional position since five
four in his early age. In his old age, his attitude to Chinese traditional culture has changed since his vision
mainly turned to the problem of the human mind and value. Yin haiguang's heart bears a strong sense of value,
but he takes rational pursuit for the direction. In his later years these two dimensions go to fusion.
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