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On the Development and Trends of Western Curriculum Critical Theory
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[ Abstract] Curriculum critical theory is a response of the field of curriculum research to the social critical
thoughts and is an integration and development of different theoretical perspectives about curriculum
critical thought under the background of the surging social critical thoughts and the rapidly growing related
theories. Curriculum critical theory isn’t single and unified itself, and the diverse theory, based on
different perspectives and methods, can be used to analyze and critique the different problems in the field
of curriculum research, which reflects the process of constant enrichment and development of critical
theory. Strengthening the classroom research, establishing a new position of critical realism about
knowledge and learning, and concerning the discriminatory effects of contemporary social identification are
becoming the new trends to curriculum critical theory research.
[Key words] critical theory; curriculum critical theory; curriculum development
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