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Imagination and Passion

——Hume’s Aesthetics and Its Influence

ZHANG Chun-yan'*
(1. Faculty of Philosophy, Nankai University, Tianjin, 300071, PRC;
2. School of Chinese Language and Literature, Shanxi Normal University. Linfen, Shanxi, 041004, PRC)

[ Abstract] Hume plays a very important role in the course of forming and growing of empiric aesthetics.
He inherits the sentimentalism founded by Shaftesbury, makes passion as the nature of human.
Meanwhile, he describes the rules of passions by the empiric method. In his science of human nature, he
defines the beauty as a disinterested passion, and describes its nature and laws by the conception of
imagination. Based on his science of human nature, a series of systemic aesthetic works in eighteenth-
century Britain construct a complete aesthetic psychology that is distinguishing characteristic in the
Aesthetics of this century.
[ Key words | Hume; passion; imagination; eighteenth-century British Aesthetics
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