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Three Nation-state Thoughts Since Modern China

WANG Xi-en
(Institute of Ethnology and Anthropology, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing. 100081, PRC)

[ Abstract] Establishing the nation-state has been the common pursuit of all kinds of political powers since
modern China. Nation-state of Han, assimilation of all ethnic groups, and unity of diversified and
pluralistic groups are the three nation-state thoughts, which reflected Chinese people’s the progressive
understanding of establishing their own nation-state. As for the word “nation”, there exists two levels
and pluralistic unity. Respecting the existence of diversified ethnic groups, and building up integrated
nation based on reserving pluralism are the appropriate pursuit. Therefore, integration of diversified and
pluralistic groups can surpass the homogeneity of single group.
[ Key words | China; nation-state; assimilation of nation; unity of pluralistic groups; nationalism
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