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On War Footing and the Society of the Southern Song Dynasty

ZHANG Bang-wei
(School of History, Capital Normal University, Beijing, 100089, PRC)

[ Abstract] Generally speaking, the society of the Northern Song and Southern Song had experienced the
change from peace to war footing. The Southern Song Dynasty had been in the status of war for a long
time, which deeply influenced its society. From economic perspective, the priority of supplies for war
was the essential goal with the economic features of war footing, such as tax increase, inflation, and
strong personal attachment. From political perspective, military officials got more powers than civil
officials, and controlled the public opinions strictly. From culture perspective, “saving the nation from
subjugation and ensuring its survival” was advocated, and loyalty became much more important than any
other beliefs.

[ Key words | Northern Song Dynasty; Southern Song Dynasty, war footing; saving the nation so as to
survive
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