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The Criteria and Strategies of Peasant Everyday Resistance:
James C. Scott’s Study on Peasant

BAI Wening CAI Yan-hang
(1. College of Humanities the University of Western Australia WA6009 Australia;
2. College of Social Science La Trobe University VIC3083 Australia )

Abstract: This paper examines two aspects of James C. Scott’s theory of “everyday resistance”. The first
aspect refers to the moral foundations criteria and the logic of the peasant resistance. Poor peasants
have a distinct sense of justice and morality which contains two basic principles namely ‘“the safety—
first principle” and “the principle of reciprocity”. Any neglect and violation of these two principles will
provoke peasants to anger and resistance. The second aspect of Scott’s argument regards the forms that
peasant resistance may take. Strength and cultural habitus determine that this will be everyday resistance
rather than large-scale revolution. The seemingly insignificant resistance including behavioral and sym-
bolic has its owe logic and influence the operation of everyday politics. Scott’s study can be seen as a

turning point in the field of peasant studies which gives us theoretical resources for further investigation.
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