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Pros and Cons of Network Real-name System:

A Respective of Constructing Public Sphere

ZHU Jingyan, WANG Chao
( School of Politics and Public Administration, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, China)

Abstract: As a policy instrument, network real-name system has caused much debate on all sides in the process of prac—

tice. Behind this debate, there are political demands concerning several interests subject which hides risks of public

sphere construction in China. In this essay, we analyze the transition process of real-name policy in recent years, and ex—

plore the needs and risks of the government, the public and the operators behind them. In the context of “Public sphere”

raised by Habermas, the real-name policy cannot activate the virtual world with its publicity and criticism and may have

a negative impact on its development. Based on the argument of responsibilities and obstacles in Chinese network public

sphere, we point out several mistakes to be avoided and put forward two approaches with three key points in the develop—

ment of public sphere in China.
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