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The Essence, Function, Totality and Areas of Ideology

CHEN Xi—=xi
(School of Marxism, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Shanghai 200240, China)

Abstract; The definition of ideology in most Marxist textbooks is just a description of its position
in social structure and a mechanical designation of its denotation. According to Marx’s critical thought
of ideology, ideology is substantially a theoretical system of the values. It is particular since it stands
for the interests of certain classes or groups as far as its content is concerned; it is general since it is,
in form, interpreted as representing common interests. Its fundamental function is to disguise special
interests as common ones, that is, to provide defense for the legitimacy of either safeguarding or
challenging the existing structure of interests. To grasp the totality of ideology, its denotative
relationship with various forms of social consciousness should be understood from the perspective of
the dialectical general-particular relationship rather than the mechanical whole-partial relationship.
Social consciousness contains ideology, but not all the thoughts and views in the former belong to the
latter. The essential criterion to distinguish ideology is whether it reflects the contradictions and
conflicts between special interests and common interests of people. Therefore, ideology can be divided
into domains at different stages, namely politics, thought and culture, daily life and international
communication,
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