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Abstract: The early development of British railway effectively promoted British industrialization and the overall
progress of British society. The British government generally adopted a positive attitude towards its early rail-
way construction, and it supported, regulated and enhanced railway construction through parliamentary legisla-
tion while sticking to laissez-faire policy. The main contributions towards promoting railway transportation of
the industrialization period by parliamentary legislation are: the parliament offered railway construction right to
private companies, enabling them to break the limits of the old property rights system to gain land use right and
the right to lay tracks and relevant facilities; the parliament promoted the integration of early railway systems
and formed the main framework of the national railway network, and the parliament promoted operation and
management of the early railway. It is under a certain degree of the control and coordination of the government

that Britain built its early railway transportation system which met its social-economic development needs.
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1841 1 14 3.4
1842 S 55 5.3
1843 3 90 3.9
1844 50 805 20.5
1845 120 2896 59.5
1846 272 4540 132.6
1847 148 1295 39.5
1848 82 373 15.3
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