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Hierarchical Structural Changes in American Higher Education

HAN Meng-jie

( Institute of Higher Education Research, Dalian University of Technology, Dalian 116024, China )

Abstract: The hierarchical structure of higher education system refers to the organization of institutions that

confer degrees of different levels, such as doctoral, master’s, bachelor’s and associate degree. Before the Civil

War, American higher education system is only composed by the undergraduate colleges. After the Civil War,

a complicated hierarchical structure emerges in American higher education system with the rise of Land-grant

colleges, modern universities and community colleges. Under the influences of the market, government and ac-

ademic institutions, the hierarchical structure of American higher education has changed from a free-market

model without interference of government to a rational market with macro-regulation of the government.
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1870 12357 — 13 1886 13402 923 77
1871 7852 794 14 1887 15256 987 140
1872 10807 890 26 1888 15020 1161 124
1873 11493 860 13 1889 15539 1015 149
1874 11932 661 23 1890 16840 776 187
1875 12005 835 31 1891 16802 730 190
1876 10145 731 39 1892 18667 1104 218
1877 11533 816 32 1893 21850 1223 279
1878 12081 919 36 1894 24106 1334 272
1879 12896 879 54 1895 24593 1478 271
1880 14871 922 37 1896 25231 1413 319
1881 14998 884 46 1897 25052 1440 324
1882 15116 863 50 1898 25980 1542 345
1883 12765 901 66 1899 27410 1583 382
1884 14732 1071 77 1900 28681 1744 365
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2 (1900~1950 )
1900 28681 1744 365 1919 — 48622 4279 615
1901 28966 1858 293 1921 — 61668 5984 836
1902 29907 1718 337 1923 — 82783 8216 1098
1903 30501 1679 334 1925 — 97263 9735 1409
1904 31519 1925 369 1927 — 111161 12387 1447
1905 32019 1787 383 1929 — 122484 14969 2299
1906 32234 1619 349 1931 85 138063 19367 2654
1907 33800 1971 391 1933 78 136156 18293 2830
1908 37892 2188 451 1935 102 143125 18302 2770
1909 37199 2113 443 1937 122 164943 21628 2932
1910 37481 2456 497 1939 150 186500 26731 3290
1911 39408 3035 500 1941 141 185346 24648 3497
1912 42396 3025 538 1943 89 125863 13414 2305
1913 44268 3270 559 1945 156 136174 19209 1966
1914 43912 3577 611 1947 211 271186 42432 3989
1915 45250 3906 667 1948 229 365492 50741 5049
1917 38585 2900 556 1949 217 432058 58183 6420
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