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Strategies of Capital Allocation to Countryside and Use of Resources:
A Case Study of S Town in Hubei Province

FENG Xiao

( College of Humanities and Development Studies China Agricultural University Beijing 100193 China)

Abstract: The capital to promote large-scale land circulation emerged in the rural social transformation. Under the

complex power structure of rural society the capital had to be realized with the help of the strategic behavior

to take advantage of the rural informal authority namely ‘the village bully” so as to obtain the protection and

support and achieved the “legitimate” land circulation smoothly with the help of the villagedevel organiza—
tions and with the use of the state discourse under the standardized procedures. In the actual land circulation the
village-level organization played a role of “agent” to turn the capital hidden in the background into the acquisi—
tion of land through making use of the village cadres full of a social trust and the authority to complete the land
circulation task and to manage the farmer worker and rental issuance. The negative consequence of such a prac—
tice was that farmers are passive in this inequality Game field and their legitimate rights and interests were se—
verely infringed. Meanwhile such a role of “agent” increased the political risks of the village-level organizations

and gradually undermined the legitimacy and the authority of villagedevel organizations.
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