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Reference Theory of Strawson

Pragmatic Reference Theory

CHEN Ltl1i"*,HU Ling'*
(1. College of Philosophy and Society, Jilin University,Changchun 130012, China;
2. Institute of Public Foreign Languages Education, ,Changchun 130012, China)

Abstract: On the basis of ordinary language, Strawson puts forward the brand-new reference concept opposing to Russell’s
Theory of Definite Descriptions. Strawson differentiates an expression/a sentence, the utterance of an expression/a
sentence,and the use of an expression/a sentence, and goes on with the suggestion that meaning is a function of the
expression or sentence and mentioning and referring and truth or falsity are functions of the use of the expression or
sentence. It is Strawson’s theory of referring which has laid a milestone on the transition from semantics to pragmatics and
has contributed to the combination of traditional philosophy and modern philosophy. However, there still exist some
problems in his theory.
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