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The Analysis of the Status Change of the Mage in Plague-dislodging Ritual

Abstract: The mage is the protagonist in the Nuo ritual, whose main duty is to dislodge the plague. However,after Han

Dynasty,the predominant status of the mage has been weakened. The declination of its duty and status shows that the

mage, belonging to the upper class in the past,now has become popular among civilians. Since the etiquette patterns of

Nuo ritual has gradually been broken in Zhou Dynasty, the connotation of the ritual is changing. The Nuo ritual is

developing from solemn national liturgy to entertainment and secularization; as a result, the ritual is approaching drama

and contributes to the birth of Nuo drama.

Key words: Nuo Ritual;the Mage;Duty; Declination of Status;Drama



