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A study of the Ancient Egyptians’s Perceptions of Dreams

——The Ramesside Dream Book as an Example

LIU Jin-hu

(Institute for the History of Ancient Civilizations, Northeast Normal University,Changchun 130024, China)

Abstract: The ancient Egyptians have a long history of exploration of dream. Besides recording dream, Egyptians also try
to understand this mysterious phenomenon,and Ramesside Dream Book of New Kingdom is cited as one of the important
evidences of dream interpretation in ancient times. On one hand, the contents of this dream manual provide us with further
details of the spiritual world of the ancient residents; on the other hand, they also echo to the certain anxieties, wishes,
values and realities of Egyptian society,especially of the middle and under class people.
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