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A Romantic Revolt; Edmund Burke’s Reflection and Criticism of the Defects of the Enlightenment Ideas

LIU Hong-he, DUAN Wei-xiao
(College of Marxism,Dalian University of Technology,Dalian 116024 ,China)

Abstract: Burke is a pioneer of conservatism and a romanticist. He pointed out that rational is not enough to regulate
people’s behavior and maintain social order harmony, there must be traditional ideas carrying the ethics to restrain their
desires and impulses. He advocated prudence, the political practice reason, which is combined with expediency and
strategy. The expediency cannot be used for evil purpose, prudence serves the moral natural law. He opposed the
individualism with the fragment of individual and society, the survival and development of social well-being of every
member depend on the individual attached to groups. There is class limit in Burke’s political thought, but which still has
significant relevance to our political reform.
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