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A Study of Convergence of Regional Agreements on Trade in Services:
An Observation of the Problems of “Stumbling Blocks” and “Stepping Stones”

HUANG Jian-zhong ZHAN Fen

( School of Economics Xiamen University Xiamen 361005 Fujian)

Abstract: With the rise of regional agreements on trade in services discussions have been going on about the problems
of “stumbling blocks” and “stepping stones”. Our analysis from the perspective of RATS convergence shows that the con—
vergence of regional agreements on trade in services is a possible approach to multilateral liberalization from the liberaliza—
tion of regional trade in services. Drawing on rules of different regional agreements on trade in services can help narrow the
gaps between the different types of agreements thereby reducing the Spaghetti Bowl Effect. The similarity in commitment of
regional agreements on trade in services indicates to some extent the compliance of each agreement with GATS. The “GATS
=" feature of voluntary merger agreements shows that various countries are more inclined to consolidate their national com—
mitments under GATS. Therefore from the perspective of convergence of regional agreements regional agreements on trade
in services are more likely to serve as “stepping stones” for multilateral liberalization.

Key Words: regional agreements on trade in services convergence ‘stumbling block” and “stepping stone”
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