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From Grid Management to Cooperative Governance: Analyzing the Evolution Path
of Community Governance Model in China during the Transition Period

ZHU Renxian WU Wen-ying
( School of Public Affairs Xiamen University Xiamen 361005 Fujian)

Abstract: In the context of transformation of government functions and the growth of civil society our original methods
of social management and community governance are confronted with difficulties which objectively calls for efforts to inno—
vate our community governance model. As an exploration of the community governance model community grid management
is carried out in line with local conditions. Grid community management is essentially a kind of administration-eriented
management model. Although it is significantly effective in maintaining social stability and improving the efficiency of man—
agement this model will inevitably produce conflicts with the “bottom-up” desire for autonomous governance and the de—
mand for rights from the community residents. In the long run grid community management should be seen only as a transi—
tional model in the evolutional process of community governance. With the growth of civil society and the increase of
citizens” participation this model should be replaced by a compound governance model in which the government cooperates
with the residents in their efforts for governance.
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