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The Problem of Accession Caused by Painting a Picture
on the Canvas of Others in Roman Law

Nederland Tessa Leesen

( Law School Tilburg University Tilburg Nederland)

Abstract: Should a picture painted on the canvas of others belong to the owner of the canvas or to the painter? This is
a problem of accession. Gaius asserts that the canvas should append to the painting while Paul advocates that the painting
should accrete onto the canvas. Modern scholars interpret this controversy over Tabula Picta as a controversy arising from
different schools of thought. According to them the Sabinians are in favor of the owner of the canvas because of their con—
servatism whereas the Proculians are in favor of the painter because of their attitude of innovation. But a study of the origi—
nal literature on the problem of Tabula Picta shows that the cause for their different choices is that they selected different to—
pos in which they look for their arguments to support their viewpoints.
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