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The Initial Construction of Modern Chinese Linguistic Theory:
the Significance of the Japanese Monograph Modern Chinese Linguistics ( 1908)

LI Wu-wei LI Xun
( Chinese Department Xiamen University Xiamen 361005 Fujian)

Abstract: Modern Chinese Linguistics ( 1908) by Goto Asataro is the first monograph in Japan and even the worldwide
to systematically construct a modern Chinese linguistic theory. Opposing the tendency of valuing practicality and underesti—
mating theory the author believes that researchers have to systematically build a modern Chinese linguistic theory in order
to make Chinese study a real science. The Introduction of the book involves the characteristics of Chinese the relationship
between Chinese characters and the Chinese language ancient and modern Chinese and the status quo of Chinese. The
Principal Argumentation which is the core part of this book probes into standard Chinese the phonology and grammar of
Peking Mandarin the differences and similarities between spoken and written Chinese and the distribution and characteris—
tics of Chinese dialects. The Conclusion discusses the trend in Modern Chinese and the necessity of studying the history of
Chinese. It is of great significance to reassess its academic value influences and status in the history of Chinese linguistics
in the world so as to inspire us today to build up a scientific Chinese linguistic theory.

Key Words: Modern Chinese Linguistics ( 1908)  Japan modern Chinese linguistic theory in the Qing Dynasty histo—

ry of Chinese linguistics
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