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Maritime Anthropology: Concept Category and Significance

ZHANG Xian-ging WANG Li-bing
( Department of Anthropology and Ethnology Xiamen University Xiamen 361005 Fujian)

Abstract: Anthropologists have paid attention to marine and researched it for a long time but up to the 1970s mari—
time anthropology was regarded as an independent sub-discipline of anthropology. Maritime anthropology uses anthropologi—
cal theory perspective and method on the marine social crowd behavior and culture and tries to analyze and research
them. Maritime anthropology emphasizes a “sea-based” perspective and the particularity of marine social environment es—
pecially highlights that the marine community a unique social-cultural type is different from inland society as it has its
own operational logic and cultural norm. To understand and know marine and its uniqueness of social-cultural environment
is not only the premise of benign development and use the ocean for human beings but also an important foundation for
dealing with the relationship between human and ocean.
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