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Three Connotations of Symbolization: On “the Argument of Symbolization”
between Liang Zongdai and Zhu Guanggian

GUO Yongian

( Chinese Department Xiamen University Xiamen 361005 Fujian)

Abstract: As a universal aesthetic idea or art method symbolization not just belongs to some literary genres nor to the
specific arts. Then what is symbolization? Generally speaking symbolization has three connotations or principles: to ex—
press universal things or thoughts through particular things; to express abstract thoughts through specific things and to ex—
press spirit through feelings. The first principle is universal in all art and the typical characters in realistic literature also is
a kind of symbolization as it follows the first principle. Zhu Guaggqian calls the second principle as “yuli yuxiang”. But sym—
bolization is not just a concept or a fable as the concept can change into spirit in art works. Thus symbolization can also be
defined as “to express spirit through feelings”. There are three kinds of spiritual world: the world as Plato described the
world of Christianity and the world of art and only the last world contains feelings. Therefore symbolization is “to express
subjectivity through objectivity and to express mind through things” or “tuowu yanzhi” and “wuwo xiangqi”.

Key Words: symbolization particular—universal specific—abstract feelings—spirit Zhu Guanqian Liang Zongdai.
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