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English Movie Appreciation Course under Multimodal
Discourse Analysis

ZHOU Hong-hong, FAN Jing-hong
(School of Languages and Communication Studies Beijing Jiaotong University, Beijing 100044, China)

Abstract: M ultimodal refers to the realization of meaning through more than one encoding sym-
bols, of which movies and TV series are typical examples. But it is the multimodality of movies
and TV series that restricts the effectiveness of them to be employed in language learning. Under
the theory of multimodal discourse analysis, it is the goal of the English movie appreciation course
to help students construct meaning through cultural context and situational context and gain much
more than watching the movies alone.
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ROSE: I love you Jack.

JACK: No - Don’ t say your good-byes
Rose. Don’ t you give up ? Don’ t do
it.

ROSE: I’m so cold.

JACK: You re going to get out of this - you’

ROSE:
JACK:

JACK:

ROSE:
JACK:
ROSE:

re going to go on and you’ re going to
make babies and watch them grow
and you’ re going to die an old lady,
warm in your bed. Not here. Not this
night. Do you understand me ?

I car’ t feel my body.

Rose, listen to me. Listen. Winning
that ticket was the best thing that ev-
er happened to me.

It brought me to you. And I’ m
thankful, Rose. You must do me this
honor --- promise me you will survive
.- that you will never give up --- no
matter what happens --- no matter
how hopeless -+ promise me now, and
never let go of that promise.

I promise.
Never let go.

I promise. I will never let go, Jack.

I’ 1l never let go.
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