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China’ s Modification in the Basic Criminal Policies
in the Era of Social Transformation

GU Yang, CHEN Xiao-yu
(School of Law, Jilin University, Changchun Jilin 30012, China)

Abstract: The era of social transformation in China has witnessed profound changes in the coun-
try’ s basic criminal policies from the practice of combining repression with leniency, to the adap-
tation of both punishment and leniency, and then to the exercise of facilitating judicial merciful-
ness with the rigidity of justice. Such modifications are structurally very fundamental adjustments
to keep pace with the prevailing trends of the social transformation and should much exem plify
that the post transformation era’ s major criminal policies give due adherence to the protection of
human rights, the avoidance of polarization of leniency and rigidity and the prevention of crimes.
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