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A Reflection on the Critique and Illumination of Adorno’ s
Theory of Cultural Industry

CHEN Wen—xu

(School of Marxism Education, Nankai University, Tianjin 300071, China)

Abstract: As a principal school in western Marxism, the Frankfurt school, headed by Adorno, has
laid the groundwork for mass cultural criticism, and is generally regarded as the pioneer in “cul-
tural industry” studies by the academic community. Although Adorno interprets on the whole the
capitalist cultural industry under the control of the technological rationality from a negative per-
spective, his remarks on the relationships between culture and industry, art and technology, cul-
tural industry and ideology and many other aspects have definitely a positive significance and ref-
erential value in the current practice of Chinese cultural industry. We should quicken the transfor-
mation of the governmental role, put emphasis on the integration of economic benefits and spiritu-
al values, and pay attention to the dissemination of China s main stream culture in the process of
cultural industry development, its reform and innovation.
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