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Crisis Management Thoughts in Chinese Traditional Culture

LIU Gang LEI Yun
(School of Business Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract: Chinese traditional culture is never in short of the thoughts of crisis management and it
pays more attention to crisis prevention on the whole. Confucianism emphasizes on morality and
social responsibility from the perspective of a wareness of potential setbacks. Legalism advocates
institutionalization, innovation, identifying and eliminating danger in advance. Taoism values
“governing by doing nothing that is against nature” and the crisis prevention of mature organiza-
tions, while military strategist in ancient China attaches great importance to collecting information
systematically . In crisis handling, Confucianism stresses on “ Ren” (“benevolence” ), Legalism fo-
cuses on the application of incentive and restraint mechanism, Taoism is conscious of the opportu-
nity in the crisis, and military strategist promotes information management and fast response to
the crisis. And if the condition meets, military strategist even advocates an attempt to make a cri-
sis to create the opportunity.
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