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Revolution in the Concept of Revenge:A Case Study of the Records of

the Historian and Strange Stories from a Chinese Studio

KANG Qing-lian
(The Department of Literature and Journalism, Chongqing Technology and
Business University, Chongqing 400067, P. R. China)

Abstract: Records of the Historian is a book written with rage and Strange Stories from a Chinese
Studio is acknowledged as a book written with rage and loneliness, too. They are similar to each
other in the praise of revenge. Pu Songling has his own features while developing the same spirit of
Sima Qian. Paladins in Records of the Historian are regarded by others as person of honor, but they
are lone ranger in Pu Songling’s book and always help the poor people by themselves. It is obvious
that Strange Stories from a Chinese Studio expresses the concept of Karma. In addition, Pu Songling
created many notable female characters that are endowed with the spirit of self sacrifice. Revenges in
Records of the Historian are all for friends or countries while it is different in Strange Stories from a
Chinese Studio. Most of the revenges in Pu’s are personal, but the struggle against despotism,
power and evil is still very touching.
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