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Discussion of the Tomb Sacrifice System in the Han Dynasty

MA Xin

(Institution of Chinese Traditional Culture and Thought, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, P. R. China)

Abstract: In the Han dynasty, people changed the place where they worshipped their ancestors from

the ancestral temples to the tombs. They built memorial halls, erected tombstones, planted trees,

and held periodical activities such as tomb sweeping and sacrifice, which made tomb sacrifice the

main form of worships. The tombs and sacrifices were well equipped, and the rites were

complicated. It is a distinctive form of ancestor worship, which is different from those of both the

earlier and the later generations. On one hand, it strengthens the clansman consciousness and the

cohesion of ancestral kinship; on the other hand, it leads to the emphasis on the form of worship in

the Han Dynasty, which makes the custom of lavish funeral in the Han dynasty distinctive in ancient

China.

Keywords: Han Dynasty; tomb sacrifice; ancestor worship
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