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The Categorization Function and Its Hierarchical Sequence of Classifiers

Ly
tion

ZONG Shouyun
( College of Humanities and Communications Shanghai Normal University Shanghai 200234 China)

Abstract: There are many different views about the function of classifiers and the important ones include “individualiza-—

“disyllabification” and “definition”. In fact the most basic function of classifiers should be categorization that is clas—

sifiers can classify the things that nouns represent. Categorization of classifiers can be confirmed from three different perspectives

such as typology grammaticalization and the cognitive theory. There exists hierarchical sequence in categorization of classifiers.

From the point of the main class of classifiers the categorization function of the noun — classifiers is the strongest next come the

verb — classifiers

and time — classifiers does not have the function of categorization. From the point of the small class of classifi—

ers the categorization function of the individual classifiers is the strongest next come the collective classifiers and the measure

classifiers does not have the function of categorization. The hierarchical sequence of classifiers categorization is related to the typi—

cal degree of the categories of classifiers. The more typical the classifiers are the stronger the function of their categorization will

be.

Key words: classifiers
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