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On Ambiguity of the Concepts “The Art of Literature” and “Literature”

NIE Zhenzhao
( Literature College Central China Normal University Wuhan 430079 Hubei Province China)

Abstract: At the beginning of the 20th century the term “the art of literature” a translated word began to be accepted in
China however its meaning is ambiguous and contradictory. The term “the art of literature” besides ambiguities in its defini—
tion does also not conform to the National Standard Classification of Discipline. Therefore the terms “the art of literature” and
“literary theory” should be integrated and the term “literary theory” should replace the term “the art of literature” in order to a—
void the academic ambiguities. The integration of “the art of literature” and “literary theory” is not only the requirement of clas—
sification of discipline and the national standard but also the requirement of academic norms. With the name of “the art of litera—
ture” being amended the academic arguments and ambiguities will be avoided and the development of the discipline will be
healthy.

Key words: the art of literature literary theory literary criticism literature
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