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Benevolent Unity of Mind Action and Merit
—Ethical Culture of Chinese Traditional Philanthropy

ZHU Yiting' DUAN Jiangbo
(1. Department of Philosophy East China Normal University Shanghai 200241 China;
2. Southwestern University of Finance and Economics Chengdu 611130 China)

Abstract: Philanthropic ethics is the guarantee of the sound development of philanthropy. According to the Chinese conven—
tion philanthropy includes moral consciousness moral quality of doing any good for nothing and moral action of helping people in
need which forms the benevolent unity of mind action and merit a complete concept of philanthropy. Philanthropic ethics o—
riginating from the traditional concept of philanthropy takes the respect of human life and dignity as the highest aim and embodies
the sublimity and humanity of philanthropic ethics. In terms of ethical theory philanthropic ethics goes beyond virtue theory
moral justice and utilitarianism for it is the integration of virtue justice and efficacy.

Key words: philanthropy benevolent heart benevolent action benevolent merit forms of philanthropy philanthropic eth—

ics
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